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The primary objectives of this dissertation are to analyze vertebral pathologies by 
comparing two Native Alaskan skeletal collections, and assessing these results in terms 
of the patterning of genetically controlled versus activity related lesions. Skeletal 
collections housed at the Smithsonian Institution were requested for repatriation by the 
residents of Golovin Bay and Nunivak Island in 1993 and 1994, respectively. Prior to 
reburial, the remains were analyzed utiliz
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