
Make a Comet on a Stick! 
Make your own comet that can fly around the room! 

Comets are chunks of ice, rock, and gas that orbit the Sun. When they get 
close to the sun, they heat up, forming a glowing tail. 

Materials Needed: 

Wooden stick (a chopstick or popsicle stick works well), 
aluminum foil, ribbons, scissors. 

Instructions: 

Step 1: Cut five pieces of ribbon: two long pieces  
(about 3 feet or 91 cm long), two medium pieces, and 
one short piece. Tie your ribbons around the end of  
your wooden stick. 

Step 2: Cut three square pieces of aluminum foil. 
Hold the ribbon pieces off to one side and gather 
the foil around the end of the stick, where the  
ribbon is tied. 

Step 3: Form the foil into a ball while holding the 
ribbon tail off to the side.  

Step 4: Repeat with two more sheets of foil. If you 
want a bigger comet, add more foil! 

Step 5: Take your comet on a stick and fly it around the room! 

Left: Example comet on a 
stick. 

Right: Comet ISON in 2013. 
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