
UAMN Virtual Junior Curators: Exploration

Instructions: 

Step 1: Prepare your materials: 
Cut a piece of a sponge 1 inch (2.5 cm) wide and 2 inches (5 cm) long.  
Cut an 8 inch (20 cm) length of copper wire. 
Cut two pieces of aluminum foil, each 0.5 inches (1.25 cm) wide and  
2 inches (5 cm) long. Use scissors or a hole punch to make a small hole
in the top of each piece. 

the foil pieces hanging free

Step 5: Experiment with different materials and methods. What  
happens if you rub the foam tray on your clothing, or on the carpet?  
What happens if you rub the tray for longer or short periods of time? 

Activity and images adapted from National Informal STEM Education Network:  

�x 
�x 
�x 

 www.nisenet.org/catalog/exploring-universe-static-electricity 

https://www.nisenet.org/catalog/exploring-universe-static-electricity


UAMN Virtual Junior Curators: Exploration

Exploring Static Electricity 
An atom normally has an equal number of electrons and protons (positively 
charged particles in its nucleus or center), so atoms have no overall electrical 

https://www.loc.gov/everyday-mysteries/item/how-does-static-electricity-work/



