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Environmental Law 
NRM 407, 3 Credits 
UAF Spring Semester 2021 

Tuesday and Thursday 5:30pm-7:00pm 
Synchronous Online Course via Zoom and Blackboard 

 

Instructor:  Brittany Templeton 
Email:   bktempleton@alaska.edu 
Office Hours:  By appointment 
Prerequisites:  Junior or senior class standing 
 

Course Description 
This is a survey class that aims to cover the role of common law theory in regulatory, statutory, 
and constitutional interpretation in the field of environmental protection, including air and water 
pollution, toxic/hazardous substances, and land-use regulation. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, you should be able to: 

▪ Have a basic understanding of the major federal environmental laws in place in the United 
States;  

▪ Interpret case law and how it applies to the environmental legal framework; 
▪ Have an understanding of the foundations of environmental law; and, 
▪ Demonstrate how environmental laws effects land management. 

 

Textbook 
Ewing, Kevin A., et al., Environmental Law Handbook, 24th Edition, Bernan Press, 2019. This book 
is available at the campus bookstore.   
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view, and download online materials within Blackboard. 
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Tuesday, January 26 ʹ RCRA                 ELH pp. 172-203 & Bb readings 

¶ What is hazardous waste under Subtitle C? City of Chicago v. EDF 

¶ Subtitle D 
 
Thursday, January 28 ʹ CERCLA                ELH pp. 603-621 & Bb readings 

¶ Owners: NY v. Shore Realty Corp. 

¶ Operators: U.S. v. Bestfoods 

¶ Arrangers: Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Co. v. US 
 
Tuesday, February 2 ʹ CERCLA                 ELH pp. 621-653 & Bb readings 

¶ Type of Liability: Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Co. v. US 

¶ Contribution: U.S. v. Vertac Chemical Corp. 

¶ Settlement: AKZO Nobel Coatings Inc. v. Aigner Corp. 
 
Thursday, February 4 ʹ Toxics and Uncertainty           Bb readings  

¶ Reserve Mining Co. v. EPA 

¶ Ethyl Corp. v. EPA 
 
Tuesday, February 9 ʹ TSCA     ELH pp. 791-799, 801-804, 813-817, 824, 827 & Bb readings 

¶ Corrosion Proof Fittings v. EPA 
 
Thursday, February 11 ʹ FIFRA, Food Safety ELH pp. 883-892, 897-904, 906-908, 923-928 

& Bb readings 

¶ Health Based Standards 

¶ Delaney Clause: Public Citizen v. Young 
 
Tuesday, February 16 ʹ Alternative Approaches to Toxics        Bb readings  

¶ �ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ͛Ɛ�WƌŽƉŽƐŝƚŝŽŶ�ϲϱ 

¶ Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know 
 
Thursday, February 18 ʹ Questions About Distribution           Bb readings 

¶ NIMBY, LULU 

¶ Environmental Justice: In the Matter of Louisiana Energy Services 
 
Tuesday, February 23 ʹ Water Pollution           ELH pp. 353-361, 364-368 & Bb readings 

¶ Point Source Limitations: NRDC v. Costle, U.S. v. Plaza Health Laboratories 

¶ POTWs 
 
Thursday, February 25 ʹ Water Pollution           ELH pp. 368-372, 380-383 & Bb readings 

¶ Review of CWA 

¶ Water Quality Based Controls: AR v. OK, PUD No.1 of Jefferson County v. WA. Dept. of 
Ecology, American Farm Bureau Federation v. EPA, South Florida Water Mgmt District v. 
Miccosukee Tribe of Indians 



 

Page 5 of 8 



 

Page 6 of 8 
 

Tuesday, April 13 ʹ Endangered Species                 Bb readings 

¶ God Squad: TVA v. Hill 

¶ Delisting and Recovery Plans: Friends of Blackwater v. Salazar 
 
Thursday, April 15 ʹ Endangered Species            Bb readings 

¶ Federal Actions: Thomas v. Peterson, Carson-Truckee Water Conservancy v. Clark 

¶ Private Action: Babbitt v. Sweet Home Chapter Communities for a Great OR 
 
Tuesday, April 20ʹ In-Class Review for Final 
 

Thursday, April 22 ʹ FINAL EXAM  
 
Monday, April 26 ʹ Last day for student- and faculty-initiated withdrawals (W appears on 
academic transcript) 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 

Course Policies 
Academic Integrity: 
As described by UAF, scholastic dishonesty constitutes a violation of the university rules and 
regulations and is punishable according to the procedures outlined by UAF. Scholastic dishonesty 
includes, but is not limited to, cheating on an 
1 D:1m, plagiarism, and collusion. Cheating includes 
providing answers to or taking answers from another student. Plagiarism includes use of another 
ĂƵƚŚŽƌ͛Ɛ�ǁŽƌĚƐ�Žƌ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĂƚƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶ͘��ŽůůƵƐŝŽŶ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ƵŶĂƵƚŚŽƌŝǌĞĚ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƚŝŽŶ�
with another person in preparing written work for fulfillment of any course requirement. 
Scholastic dishonesty is punishable by removal fƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽƵƌƐĞ� ĂŶĚ� Ă� ŐƌĂĚĞ� ŽĨ� ͞&͘͟� &Žƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�
information go to Student Code of Conduct. 
 
Explanation of NB/I/W Grades: 
This course adheres to the UAF policies regarding the granting of NB Grades. The NB grade is for 
use only in situations in which the instructor has No Basis upon which to assign a grade. In general, 
the NB grade will not be granted. 
 
This course follows the University of Alaska Fairbanks Incomplete Grade Policy: 
dŚĞ�ůĞƚƚĞƌ�͞/͟�;/ŶĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞͿ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�ŐƌĂĚĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ŚĂƐ�ƐĂƚŝƐĨĂĐƚŽƌŝůǇ�
completed (C or better) the majority of work in a course but for personal reasons beyond the 
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͛Ɛ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů͕�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƐŝĐŬŶĞƐƐ͕�ŚĂƐ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞĞŶ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ�
semester. EĞŐůŝŐĞŶĐĞ�Žƌ�ŝŶĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ĂĐĐĞƉƚĂďůĞ�ƌĞĂƐŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶ�͞/͟�ŐƌĂĚĞ͘ 
 
Successful, timely completion of this course depends on committing yourself early and 
maintaining your effort. Failure to submit assignments in a timely manner may result in faculty-
initiated Withdrawal from the course, which can result in a ͞W͟ 

/csrr/student-code-of-conduct/
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Extra Help: 
If you find at any time during the semester that you are having trouble understanding the concepts 
discussed in class, please see me before you fall behind. I am happy to provide additional 
explanations and other help to any student who is interested.   
 
If you have a physical or learning disability, please advise me of any special consideration necessary 
as soon as possible. I will do everything possible to accommodate you in accordance with the 
Americans 

https://sites.google.com/alaska.edu/coronavirus/general-info/updates
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://catalog.uaf.edu/academics-regulations/students-rights-responsibilities/&sa=D&ust=1610308731059000&usg=AFQjCNGeFvLbQvpCf9jwQxrqgjVjPfclrA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://catalog.uaf.edu/academics-regulations/students-rights-responsibilities/&sa=D&ust=1610308731059000&usg=AFQjCNGeFvLbQvpCf9jwQxrqgjVjPfclrA
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¶ You may file a criminal complaint by contacting the University Police Department at 907-
474-7721. https://uaf.edu/oeo/civil-rights/aa-eo/  

 
Any UAF employee or volunteer who reasonably suspects or observes minor abuse or 
maltreatment is required to report the incident. Reporting procedures are available on the UAF 
Protection of Minors. Violation of this policy by employees shall be reported as well.  

 
Student 

https://uaf.edu/oeo/civil-rights/aa-eo/
http://www.uaf.edu/handbook/
mailto:helpdesk@alaska.edu
https://uaf.edu/speak/
mailto:speak@uaf.edu
http://www.uaf.edu/english/writing-center/
https://www.ctc.uaf.edu/student-services/tutoring-learning-center/
http://www.alaska.edu/titleIXcompliance/nondiscrimination

