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Course Syllabus ʹ FALL 2017 
 

GLOBAL to LOCAL SUSTAINABILITY 
BIOL 647 (74675) and NRM 647 (75266) 

  
 
Course Information Location: AHRB 183 Meeting Time: Tu/Th, 2:00-3:30  
 
Instructor: Sarah Trainor, 370 O’Neill Building; sarah.trainor@alaska.edu, office: 907.474.7878.  

Office Hours by appointment 
 

Course Description  
This cou

mailto:sarah.trainor@alaska.edu
https://www.alaska.edu/epscor/
https://www.alaska.edu/epscor/




3 
 

assigned section. Include tables, figures and quotations from the interviews as necessary. When quoting 
from the interviews, cite with interview ID #. The written portion of this assignment will be graded on 
clarity of writing, completeness (inclusion of all results), degree of summary and synthesis, grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  We will present our results to the EPSCoR Core Office at the end of the 
semester.  You will also be graded on the clarity, completeness, and degree of professionalism in your 
presentation. 
 
Final Paper – Part 2: Individual Analysis and Discussion of Interview Results (20%) 
 
This paper will be written individually. Each student is to turn in her/his own presentation, analysis and 
discussion of interview results in the context of assigned readings. The paper is to cite and integrate 
concepts and examples from assigned and supplemental readings only.  In text citations and references 
must be provided. The paper will be no more than 10 double-spaced pages in length (plus references, 
abstract, figures and tables). Additional guidance will be provided during class discussion. 
 
Analyze and interpret the class interview results (Part 1 above) drawing from the concepts, arguments, 
and ideas presented in the assigned readings (e.g. boundary organizations, boundary spanning, co-
production of knowledge, stakeholder interactions, cross-scale interactions, multiple-stressors, 
indicators, adaptation, and evaluation). Think of this assignment as if you are writing the results and 
discussion section of a peer-reviewed paper. Present the findings in the results section and discuss your 
analysis of them in the context of the peer-reviewed literature for the discussion section. You are to 
discuss all of the interview results as they are presented in the Report to the EPSCoR Office, not only the 
section that you wrote for Part 1, however you can focus on interviews with which you are most 
familiar.  Refer to and quote the original data as needed. When quoting from interviews, italicize and 
give the ID #.  The paper should also include an introduction and conclusion section. 
 
Aim for 1000-3000 words, excluding references. Your paper will be graded on: demonstrated 
knowledge and understanding of key concepts, demonstrated interpretation of all interview results, 
framing of interview results in the context of key concepts, clarity of writing, clear and accurate 
citation and reference of course readings. 
 
Final Paper – Part 3: Reflection on Class Project (20%) 
Write 700-3000 words reflecting on your experience of the class EPSCoR project. This should be your 
personal reflections on the class project analyzing interviews of EPSCoR scientists and staff.  Include 
highlights of the process as well as the findings content that you found particularly interesting or that 
you anticipate will be particularly useful for your continued graduate study.  Your paper will be graded 
on: clarity of writing, organization, flow, grammar and punctuation. (The actual content will not be 
evaluated.) 
Organize your paper accordingly to the outline below.   

1. Methods/Process: What did you learn about the process of coding and analyzing interview 

transcripts? What insights do you have about using coding software? About keeping data 

organized? About conducting a group project? 

2. Findings: In addition to what you discussed in Part 2, what did you learn about stakeholder 

engagement from the process of analyzing interviews and writing up the results?  What did you 

learn about complex, interdisciplinary science projects such as EPSCoR? 

3. Group Project Process: What are your impressions and reflections of working on and learning 

from this class project? Did you find the class project to be an effective way to learn about 
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course content?  About analyzing qualitative data? What do you feel went particularly well?  

What specific challenges did you encounter and how do you think they could best be 

addressed? 

 
Adaptation 
This is the second time this course has been taught with the course project framework. This course 
involves several guest lectures. The course schedule may be adjusted to meet 

http://library.uaf.edu/ls101-plagiarism
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Blackboard & Distance Delivery  
We will use the UAF Blackboard site for this course to send emails and post readings, assignments and 
other materials. Blackboard can be accessed at https://classes.alaska.edu/  .  Email notification through 
Blackboard will not work for a non-UAF email address. If you principally use a non-UAF email service, 
(such as yahoo) go to your UAF account and forward your UAF email to that address. You are 
responsible for all emails sent to your UAF email account. Blackboard resources, links and support 
information are available at the UAF Blackboard homepage.  
 
Students in the course may 
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