
CCS/NRM 656 
Sustainable Livelihoods and Community Wellbeing 

Center for Cross-Cultural and Indigenous Studies 
Fall 2016 

 
Instructor: Michael Koskey (please call me Mike) 
Office: Eielson 201B 
Office Telephone: (907) 474-6992 
Office Fax: (907) 474-1957 
Office Hours: Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9-12, or by appointment 
E-mail: mskoskey@alaska.edu  
 
Audio conference: Toll free call-in: 866-832-7806  In-class: Bunnell 124 or Eielson 201 
   Participant Pin: 2063526   (depends on enrollment) 
 
   Thursdays 5:15-8:15 

9/8 – 12/15 
1st class Thursday, September 8th (due to instructor fieldwork; will be made up  
          during finals week) 

 
Pre-requisite: Graduate standing or approval of the instructor.  Upper division undergraduates from any 
of the social and natural sciences are also encouraged to enroll. 
 
 
Course Description  
I n this course we will review the basic principles captured wi thin the notion of sustainability, and 
we’ll look at the cultural practices and individual behaviors that enhance or degrade sustainable 
livelihoods and community wellbeing.  Emphasis is on understanding the historical context of ideas 
about sustainability, on understanding the nature and magnitude of the social, economic and 
ecological dimensions of contemporary change, and the “best practices” currently in place for 
communi ties to respond effectively to change.  Case studies will be used from around the world and 
the framework is comparative, cross-cultural, and geographic; the primary focus of the course, 
however, is on understanding problems, impacts and design solutions specific to high latitudes. 
 
 
Requirements & Expectations 
This is a graduate seminar, with emphasis on literature review, discussion and cri tical evaluation of 
the li

thethe 

are based on completion of 
al l assignments, including three problem sets, personal contributions to weekly discussions, oral 
presentations, and the final research paper.   
 
Problem sets are very specific, are defined by the instructor, and are typically no more than 3-5 
pages in length for your written response; a problem is defined—one related to some aspect of 
community sustainability—and you are
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depending upon problem chosen, but on balance the final 
research pa per should be between 10 and 20 pages, including references cited, maps, figures and 
tables. The specifications and expectations for the problem sets and final research pa per will be 
discussed at the begin ning of the semester. 



Course 



Reading Presentations: Each student will lead three group discussions based on the readings.  The reading 
presentations will include a 1-3 page summary sheet e-mailed to all the students and instructor, and a 
summary presentation in class (5-10 minutes) followed by a class discussion (5-10 minutes). 
 
Problem Sets: Problem sets are very specific, are defined by the instructor, and are typically no 
more than 3-5 pages in length for your written response; a problem 



Overall Grading will be as follows: 
 
Class Participation and Attendance        20% 
Reading Discussions (3 total)        20% 
Problem Set Papers (3



Class & Reading Schedule 
 

The following is the listing of readings for the class for the listed date, along with general class topics.  
These texts need to be read 



  

October 2 - October 8 
Week 5 
1. OUR C





  

November 13 - November 19 
Week 11 
1. ENERGY CONSERVATION AND USE 
2. CONVENTIONAL AND ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SYSTEMS IN 
DESIGN AND PRACTICE 

• Pickett, Cadenasso, et al., 2001. Urban Ecological Systems: 


