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housing projects for Eielson 
Air Force Base.

“What we are trying to do is 
to get the Air Force to give us 
a little bit more consideration 
than just a statement,” Dod-
son said. “We have reached 
out to national builders that 
go around and build houses. 
Without an exception, every 
time I ask, ‘Would you consid-
er (a project in Fairbanks)’? 

The answer I have gotten is, 
‘Building speculative military 
housing is not a good invest-
ment.’”

Kassel said housing activity 
in the borough has picked up 
in anticipation of new F-35 
squadrons to be stationed on 
Eielson Air Force Base, but 
more investment is needed.

“As strong a statement as 
possible” from the Air Force 
would help, he said.

“(Investors) want to have 
a high degree of confidence 
before they pull their wallet 

out,” the mayor said. “If you 
ask a banker, or a general con-
tractor, it’s sometimes difficult 
to rely on what their (the Air 
Force’s) current intention is. 
You would prefer to have some-
thing in writing that reflects 
more long-term guarantees.”

The comments by Heath-
er Wilson, secretary of the 
Air Force, came during a 
Defense Appropriations Sub-
committee hearing on the Air 
Force budget, said a spokes-
woman for U.S. Sen. Lisa  
Murkowski, R-Alaska.

A transcript shows that Mur-
kowski raised the topic, saying 
there is concern that the Air 
Force might ask an on-base, 
privatized housing partner 
to build additional units that 
would compete with private 
housing.

The Air Force secretary 
replied: “Senator, we have no 
plan for doing privatized hous-
ing at Eielson other than what’s 
already there.”

Welterlen said builders are 
nervous about investing in new 
housing. The number of new 

housing units needed has var-
ied, going as high as 1,500 and 
2,000, he said.


