
to operate as “Dunleavy for Alaska.”

And a $1,000 donation 

by Dunleavy for Alaska to 

Alaskans for Dunleavy was 

returned to sender April 19.

“Dunleavy for Alaska” 

made a big show early this 

year of promising to spend 

“whatever it takes” to get Mike 

elected and that it had pledg-

es of $560,000. The shadow 

campaign also boasted that 

Francis would be a “minority 

contributor.” The third biggest 

contributor is Josh Pepperd, 

p r e s i d e n t  o f  D a v i s  C o n s t r u c -

tors & Engineers, who has 

chipped in $50,000.

“Whatever it takes” so far is 

largely the work of Francis, 

Penney and Pepperd. Frances 

gave $100,000 on April 18, 

while Penney gave $25,000 

that day, according to the lat-

e s t  r e p o r t s  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  A l a s -

ka Public Offices Commission.

They have bankrolled “Dun-

leavy for Alaska” with the buy-

ing power that would require 

more than 1,000 people to give 

the maximum amount to an 

official campaign. Direct dona-

tions to official campaigns are 

limited by Alaska law to $500.

If you have a lot of money, 

the best way to get the most 

bang for your buck is to bank-

roll a shadow campaign.

It helps i”r[io59mve a lot of moneyinampaign.

t h e  b i d d i n g  s y s t e m  s o  t h a t  

utilities had to make inflated 

payments that benefited JP 

Morgan from 2010-2012, 

FERC said. The commission 

required the company to pay 

b a c k  $ 1 2 5  m i l l i o n  i n  u n j u s t  

profits and pay a civil penalty 

of $285 million.

JPMorgan did not admit or 

deny wrongdoing, FERC said.

A  F o r b e s  c o l u m n i s t  w r o t e  

that JP Morgan had acquired 

several antiquated power 

plants after the collapse of 

Bear Stearns and that Francis, 

a former Bear Stearns employ-

ee, led the team that developed 

the bid strategies targeted by 

FERC.

“Said strategies were 

devised specifically to obtain 

above-market payments 

through bids that falsely 

appear economic to automated 

s y s t e m s ,  s e n d i n g  l o w - p r i c e d  

bids for wholesale energy 

and triggering compensation 

systems that resulted in high-

er electricity prices for rate 

payers and nice profits for JP 

M o r g a n , ”  a  F o r b e s  c o l u m n i s t  

wrote in 2013.

Francis retired in 2013, 2

1

/ 2  

months after the settlement. 

Reuters said he denied wrong-

doing. He was not fined or 

charged.

In 2013, a Los Angeles 

T i m e s  c o l u m n i s t  c o m p l a i n e d  

about the FERC deal: “What’s 

worse is that even though 

FERC identified four JPMor-

gan employees as the perpe-

trators of the manipulation 

— Andrew Kittell and John 

Bartholomew of the bank’s 

H o u s t o n - b a s e d  P r i n c i p a l  

I n v e s t m e n t s  u n i t ,  t h e i r  s u p e r -

visor Francis Dunleavy, and 

h i s  s u p e r v i s o r  B l y t h e  M a s t e r s ,  

M o r g a n ’ s  c o m m o d i t i e s  m a s t e r -

mind — there’s no indication 

that these individuals will suf-

fer any consequences for this 

rip-off.”

With Francis Dunleavy as 

a major financial player in 

the Alaska governor’s race, 

his actions in the electricity 

markets and the FERC settle-

ment ought to be addressed 

by brother Mike. It won’t be 

enough for Mike to say he has 

no connection with the shad-

ow campaign.

Dermot Cole is a longtime Alaskan, 
an author of several history books 
and a former Daily News-Miner 
staff columnist. His email address is 
dermotmcole@gmail.com.

A report published earlier this year 
brought much needed attention to the 
dwindling number of fluent language 
speakers. Some languages are at great-
er risk than others. For example, Upper 
Tanana and Haida have fewer than 
10 fluent speakers remaining, while 

there are closer to 10,000 speakers of 
Central Yup’ik. The Alaska Native Lan-
guage Preservation Advisory Council’s 
report also made a grim prediction 
that Alaska’s 20 indigenous languages 
would be extinct or dormant by the 
end of the century if they continue to 

decline at the current rate. 
On April 28, Alaska legislators 

passed a concurrent resolution urging 
Gov. Bill Walker to sign a “linguistic 
emergency” order to bring attention to 
this impending disaster. As of Friday, 
Gov. Walker had not signed the order.

The faculty and staff at the College 
of Rural and Community Develop-
ment deserve a round of applause for 
their quick response. The four-day 
conference will feature 140 instruc-
tors teaching these languages: Yup’ik, 
Inupiaq, Tlingit, Haida, Gwich’in, 
Dena’ina, Ahtna, Deg Xinag, Sugpiaq/

Alutiiq and Denaakke’.
Instructors from the University of 

Hawaii Hilo’s College of Hawaiian 
Language will also offer insight from 
their own work in revitalizing Hawai-
ian languages. 

Registration is closed, but you can 
still livestream the Alaska Native Lan-
guage Revitalization Institute and see 
the schedule at uaf.edu/rural/anlri.

If you have any interest in learning 
one of Alaska’s indigenous languages, 
brushing up on a language you already 
know or want to know more about how 
you can help, be sure to tune in. 

Send letters to: letters@newsminer.com


