


Dear Student,

Welcome to the UAF Social Work Program!  We are pleased you have chosen social
work as a major and a career.  This handbook has been prepared to complement the
academic information provided through the main campus website: http://uaf.edu/.  It is
meant to help you understand the program, its mission, goals, requirements and
procedures.

In addition to program information, your rights, as well as obligations as a student are
outlined.  Please read this handbook carefully in order to plan for and maximize your
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I. Social 



II. University of Alaska Fairbanks

Mission of UAF
The University of Alaska Fairbanks is a Land, Sea, and Space Grant university and an
international center for research, education, and the arts, emphasizing the circumpolar North
and its diverse peoples.  UAF integrates teaching, research, and public service as it educates
students for active citizenship and prepares them for lifelong learning and careers.

II. Baccalaureate Social Work Program

A. Mission and Goals of the Social Work Department

Rooted in core social work values, we educate generalist social work practitioners to promote
the health and well-being of individuals, families, groups, organizations, and communities,
emphasizing the diversity and uniqueness of rural Alaska, as it interconnects with our global
society



Council of Social Work Education (CSWE) (See Appendix B). Social Work is a department
within the UAF College of Liberal Arts.

B. Historical Context

The Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) granted candidacy status for accreditation in
1984. Accreditation was granted in 1985 and reaffirmed in 1994, 2001, and in 2009.

In addition to the campus-based model, a statewide distance delivered model was developed in
1999 as an integral part of the overall social work program to assist in fulfilling the mission of
service to rural Alaska.  The statewide rural cohort distance delivery model was developed in
2001.

C. Delivery Methods

The UAF BASW program has two primary modes of delivery: Distance Delivery and Rural
Cohort. These are only distinguished by the delivery method, the programming is exactly the
same.

Distance Delivery



This mode of delivery has been highly successful, due in part to the fact that the majority of
students can start by working to complete their Certificate in Rural Human Services (RHS),
which then articulates into their two-year degree in Human Services (HUMS), and then they
move on to complete their four-year degree in Social Work.  These incremental steps and
achievements of success help propel these rural students to the next level of educational
attainment.  This method is also called the Behavioral Health Pipeline.  Though it is not required
to enter through the behavioral health pipeline, it is preferred.

The cohort is a separate application process, and if interested please contact the Statewide Cohort
Coordinator for more information.

D. Educational Policy Statement

The Commission of Accreditation (COA) of the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) is
responsible for establishing standards and conducting accreditation reviews, which stimulate
improvement in professional social work education and encourage graduates to meet the
changing demands of professional practice. The standards pertain to the organization,
administration, and curriculum implementation of social work educational programs. Curriculum
standards are derived from the Educational Policy and Accreditation Standards (EPAS) of
CSWE (See Appendix B).

EPAS describes four features of an integrated curriculum design: (1) program mission and goals;
(2) explicit curriculum; (3) implicit curriculum; and (4) assessment. The Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards are conceptually linked. Educational Policy describes each curriculum
feature. 











requirements.

D. Regional Emphasis

While there is uniformity in social work curricula nationally, each social work program also has
an emphasis that reflects its own regional needs. The mission of this campus includes an
emphasis on rural concerns and Alaska Native peoples. As a consequence, UAF requires a
course in Alaska Native cultures (ANTH/ANS 242) and rural social work practice (SWK 320).
In addition, most other courses in the curriculum incorporate content relevant to issues faced in
rural Alaska and/or Indigenous communities.

E. Professional Foundation (Major)

The major includes courses at the 200, 300 and 400 level.  These courses include content on
social work values and ethics, diversity, social and economic justice, populations at-risk, human
behavior in the social environment, social welfare policy and services, social work practice,
research, and field practicum. In general the curriculum strengthens the student’s understanding
and appreciation of a scientific, analytical approach to building knowledge for the delivery and
evaluation of practice.

A central feature of the social work program that distinguishes it from a purely academic major
is the opportunity for direct “hands on” practice in community agencies. In the senior year
students complete a 400-hour field practicum placement in a community agency serving clients
and client groups, under supervision of a social worker. The field practicum placement affords
students the opportunity to develop intervention and practice skills for beginning generalist
social work practice.

CSWE accreditation standards do not allow the program to offer course credit for prior learning,
life or work experience, or volunteering.

V. Declaring a Social Work Major

A. Admission to the Maj
 



Transfer students are eligible to declare a social work major if they are accepted by the university
and have a 2.0 GPA from their previous college or university. Students who seek to transfer in
social work courses must have those courses reviewed and approved by the department head, and
present a GPA of 2.5 or higher in social work courses.

Currently matriculated students may declare a major in social work at any time as long as a GPA
of 2.0 is maintained.

It is important that each student who declares a social work major be aware that doing so in
no way ensures that the student will be admitted to the field practicum or become eligible to
graduate with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Social Work.

To remain in the program students must maintain a 2.5 GPA overall and receive a grade of “C-”
or better in all the required courses for the major. Students who fail to earn a grade of “C-” or
higher are required to retake the course. To declare your major, contact the Office of the
Registrar.

Students are required to declare a Minor at UAF when pursuing a Bachelor of Arts degree (See
UAF Catalog: Minors). To declare your minor you must fill out the “Declaration of Minor” form
available on the Office of the Registrar’s webpage, under “Student Forms”.

B. Academic Advising

All social work faculty serve as academic advisors for majors in the program, and students may
work with the faculty of their choice. It is essential that each student talk with a social work
advisor when first declaring a major. Utilizing UA Online Degree Works degree auditing
program, and the Suggested Curriculum Guide (Appendix C), the advisor will assist the student
to outline a plan for taking courses directed to a degree in social work and graduation.

Students are required to talk with their faculty advisors each semester during the pre-registration
period to review the student’s Degree Works profile to assure that the course of study continues
to follow the proper sequence.

Most of the courses in the major have prerequisites, including the senior field practicum. Being
out of sequence could delay graduation a full year





All financial aid and subsidized loans are allocated and administered through the Financial Aid
Office at 107 Eielson Building, uaf-financialaid@alaska.edu, 907-474-7256.  You must complete
an Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) by February 15 th to be considered for grants
and scholarships in the following academic year.  Specific grants and scholarships require
additional application forms.

E. Scholarships

The Social Work Department administers two scholarships per academic year.  The Dr. Gerald S.
Berman Founders Scholarship and the Banarsi Lal Scholarship.

To be eligible for scholarships, students need to complete the FAFSA application and be declared
majors in good academic standing.  Additionally, the Dr. Gerald S. Berman Founders
Scholarship requires active membership with the Organization of Student Social Workers



Schedule, and can be accessed via the UAF website. Students are expected to read the codes of
conduct and understand that when they accept enrollment in the university they agree to abide by
the student code of conduct.

Because social workers often work with vulnerable people in emotionally sensitive situations,



5. Integrity:



http://www.hss.state.ak.us/dph/CL/bgcheck/assets/BarrierCrimeMatrix.pdf. Some crimes
have a barrier that would permanently preclude a student from admission to practicum.
Other crimes have a shorter time frame, and the department may determine that a student
must wait a specific period of time before admission to the field practicum will be
granted. Each situation will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis, however any Barrier
Crime conviction may result in termination from the major and permanent denial of
practicum admission, regardless of the statute time frames.

5. Inadequate interpersonal relationship skills necessary for social work practice, to include
the inability to form positive working relationships with faculty, peers, supervisors, and
clients.

6.



work out a solution (eg. Student may be referred to a support service offered through UAF,
or in the community, the student may be encouraged to consider a different degree
program, etc.)

3. If there appears, as is usually the case, a potential for corrective action, the student will be
informed, personally and in writing, of the changes requested or actions to be taken within
a specific time period. All corrective action will be documented on an Individual
Performance Plan (Appendix O)

4. If a student's inappropriate behavior warrants a University level intervention, the situation
will be referred to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities for disciplinary
action. That recommendation will be taken into consideration by the social work
department, as well.

5. Should it become necessary to dismiss the student from the major, the faculty will indicate
reasons in a written statement presented to the student.

6. In termination or corrective action, the student has the right to appeal. The student must
make the appeal in writing within three working days and include a statement indicating
why the faculty action should be rescinded or modified. The faculty will meet within three
working days to reconsider or affirm their actions and then notify the student of the
decision on appeal.

7. Should the student wish to continue the process, an appeal may be made at levels beyond
the department, (i.e., Dean of the college, Provost of the university). Formal hearings can
be requested and convened at any level. Students are not penalized for appeals. For more
information about appeals go to https://uaf.edu/csrr/appeals.php for more Information.

8. If the student does have to leave the major, the faculty advisor will assist in the transfer to
another major.

D.  Grade Appeal

The Grade Appeals Policy, passed by the UAF Faculty Senate, exists for students to seek review
of final grades “alleged to be arbitrary and capricious.” The procedures are designed to provide a



VII. Student Organizations

Fairbanks-based social work students have been organized in student associations since the
beginning of the social work program at UAF. The Organization of Student Social Workers
(OSSW) and the Alaska Native Social Work Association (ANSW



ANSWA’s students have dedicated their time to activities that vary every year. Some of the
activities ANSWA has done in the past are: gift bags for elders, marching in the domestic
violence events, sending care packages to rural communities that have experienced tragedies,
promoting positive cultural events (Festival of Native Arts, Elizabeth Peratrovich Day, Troth
Yeddha Snow Shoe Scramble), volunteering at local social service agency functions (OCS
adoption day, Denali Center Valentine’







necessary learning experiences. Assignment to a practicum site typically occurs in the spring
semester, but it may take all summer to identify an appropriate placement match for the student.

Students are directed not to shop around or contact agencies prior to the placement process.  If
students have an interest in an agency that is not currently approved they should contact the Field
Director who will instigate the appropriate process.

The Field Director contacts the agency, giving the name of the interested student. If the agency
expresses interest in accepting a practicum placement, the Field Director requests the student
contact the agency. The student then contacts the agency and schedules an interview. The
interview allows both the student and the agency the opportunity to clarify expectations and
determine mutual suitability. Once the agency agrees to accept the student and the student
accepts the placement, the agency must sign the UAF Affiliation Agreement. This written
agreement describes general responsibilities of each party involved in the practicum experience.

Students may not get their first choice of agency, or placement type. The faculty at UAF will do
their best to locate a “best fit” placement for each student accepted into the field practicum. This
decision will be based on the availability of appropriate support, guidance, and supervision in the
placement agency. The UAF Social Work Program cannot guarantee finding a placement for
some students in certain circumstances. If a placement cannot be located for a student in their
home community, creative placements may be explored. However, if the Field Director cannot
locate and secure a placement for a student by the course drop deadline, the student will likely
receive an incomplete (I) grade, or be asked to reapply to practicum the following year.

In the unlikely event that a match is not considered suitable, additional interviews are scheduled
with other possible agencies.  If personnel from three different agencies are unwilling to accept a
student for placement, the student may be referred to the head of the Social Work Department to
evaluate whether the student is ready for practicum. This also applies if a student declines
placement opportunities offered.

If an agency accepts a student but the program is unable to ensure the student will have adequate
support, guidance, and mentoring from a MSW or BSW level Agency Field Instructor, the
program reserves the right to not move forward with placing a student at said agency.

D.





to research possible international placements for field, the program has no resources to support
international placements at this time. The UAF Social Work Program reserves the right to not
approve an international placement request at any time.

In order to be considered for an international placement students must complete the following:

1. Apply and be accepted to UAF Study Abroad
2. Apply and be accepted into a CSWE accredited university exchange program willing to

assist with the international placement
3. Provide substantial documentation regarding appropriate field instruction
4. Provide UAF Social Work Program with course descriptions for the practice/practicum

series from the institution of their choice in order to ensure courses will be transferable
into the UAF system.

5. Indicate intent in writing of seeking international placement one year (1) Prior to
Practicum application deadline.

The UAF Social Work Program reserves the right to not approve an international placement
request at any time.

F. Stipends

Most agencies do not provide financial assistance. Students are individually responsible to
arrange resources sufficient to complete their education.

G. Scholarships

There are scholarships specifically designated for social work students. To be eligible for these
scholarships students must complete the application process through the Financial Aid Office.
Your social work advisor has current information on these programs.

H. Professional Social Work Licensing

Bachelor of Social Work graduates of the University of Alaska Fairbanks are eligible to apply for
licensure through the State of Alaska Division of Corporations, Business and Professional
Licensing. Successful applicants must pass an exam to receive a Baccalaureate Social Work
License (LBSW) from the Board of Social Work Examiners.
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SUGGESTED CURRICULUM GUIDE - ROADMAP 
B.A. Social Work 

Freshman Year 
Fall Semester 
SWK 103X, Intro to Social Work (3)* 
SOC 101X/ANTH 100X (3)** 
Arts GER (3) _________________ 
WRTG 111X, Writing Across Contexts (3) 


